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manent tribunal, as reference to his draft of a proposed 
treaty with this country will show. We hold in much 
higher estimation than many do tribunals ad hoc, but we 
are of opinion that a permanent tribunal, or tribunals, of 
some sort will be found to be the necessary corollary of 
permanent treaties, whenever such treaties shall be begun 
to be made between the great powers. These nations are 
not likely to bind themselves by treaties of arbitration, 
without some knowledge beforehand of the kind of 
machinery to be used in the settlement of their disputes. 

We are more surprised still that the Lord Chief Justice 
should repeat the oft-uttered statement that questions of 
honor and national integrity can not be arbitrated. Ques- 
tions involving national honor, as any disagreement may 
do, have been arbitrated time and again. It is difficult to 
find a reason why the national honor would not always be 
indefinitely safer in the hands of an intelligent tribunal 
than under the edge of a senseless sword. It is incum- 
bent on those who take Lord Russell's position to tell us 
what questions of honor can not be settled in this way. 
But this they never do. The whole subject is left in 
vagueness and obscurity. Questions of the national in- 
tegrity, except so far as involved in boundary disputes 
which of course are arbitrable, ought never to be raised 
in connection with arbitration. They belong to another 
sphere. Arbitration treaties take for granted the national 
existence and respect for it, on both sides. Without 
this assumption they would never be made. Two nations 
which have reached the point of civilization where they 
solemnly agree to settle all differences between them by 
this means, have put to rest forever all questions touching 
their existence. If they should drift back into barbarism 
they might make attempts on each other's life, but in 
that case they would have got below the arbitral plane, 
and their arbitral treaties would have long since died. 

But notwithstanding these defects, as they seem to us, 
the address of Lord Russell is a great one, and deserves 
the careful reading of every friend of peace. 



THE SEVENTH UNIVERSAL PEACE 
CONGRESS. 

The International Peace Bureau at Berne, to which was 
assigned the duty of preparing for the next International 
Peace Congress, has issued a circular giving the final ar- 
rangements for the Congress. The date of the meeting, 
the 17th of September, is two days later than heretofore 
announced, this change being rendered necessary by the 
change of time of holding the Interparliamentary Peace 
Conference, which meets at the same place. The Congress 
is to meet on the date given above in the Festival Hall of 
the Millenial Exhibition at Buda-Pesth, Austro-Hungary, 
and will continue in session till the 22d, omitting Sunday. 
The Bureau has prepared and published in the circular 



the program of the Congress. It covers a number of im- 
portant subjects, such as the Functions of the Interna- 
tional Peace Bureau in Case of Danger of War, Treaties 
of Arbitration, A Permanent International Court, A Per- 
manent International Commmission for Africa, A Sus- 
pension of Armaments, A European Customs Union, 
Workingmen in Peace Societies and Congresses, Historical 
Reading Books and Text Books, International Intercourse, 
The Duel, etc. Careful preparations are being made for 
the Congress, which it is hoped will prove to be one of 
the most successful ever held. The government railroads 
and the committee of the Millenial Exhibition have gen- 
erously consented to give important concessions to the 
members of the Congress. We hope that a considerable 
number of Americans may be present, though we fear that 
because of the distance, the lateness of the season and the 
number of peace conferences recently held in this country, 
the number may be small. The Congress will doubtless be 
attended by a large number of European delegates, and 
together with the Interparliamentary Conference, coming 
immediately afterwards, will certainly constitute one of 
the important events in the history of the peace move- 
ment. The Interparliamentary Peace Union has grown to 
be one of the most influential organizations in Europe, and 
it is growing every year more powerful. It is gradually 
bringing about a better state of feeling between European 
statesmen and its ultimate triumph over the present armed 
and irrational state of Europe we cannot in the least 
doubt. We hope that its approaching meeting at Buda- 
Pesth may prove to be a long step in this direction. 



EDITORIAL NOTES. 



Some of our subscribers failed to observe the notice 
given in our July number that no paper would be pub- 
lished in August. We gave twelve extra pages in our 
June number and eight in May. We add four pages this 
month, making twenty-four in all, or the full number of an 
entire ordinary issue. Our readers have, therefore, lost 
nothing by the omission of one number. 

We much appreciate the words of commendation that 
come to us regarding the high character of the Advocate 
and we shall do all in our power to make it a more and 
more worthy organ of the great cause which is winning 
new friends by legions. 



Lord Salisbury's plan for the settlement of the Ven- 
ezuela difficulty, included in the recently published cor- 
respondence between him and Secretary Olney, was an 
admirable one, if he had only stopped in time and not 
tacked a ruinous "proviso" to it. He proposed a com- 
mission of four, two Englishmen and two Americans, to 
investigate and report upon the facts affecting the rights 
of the Netherlands and of Spain respectively at the time 



